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World AIDS Campaign 2011/12 - Press Release 

Philly Lutaaya Day 17 October, 2011 

Theme: “Re-engaging Leadership for effective HIV Prevention” 

Introduction: 

Philly Lutaaya Day is one of the major AIDS campaign events when Uganda underscores the 
importance of “Positive Living” on 17 October of every year.  
 
It is close to thirty years of AIDS in Uganda, but the status and trends of the epidemic remain 
significantly challenging.  HIV rose steeply between 1989 and 1992, peaking at 18% and rapidly 
declined between 1992 and 2002, stabilizing between 6.1 and 6.5% between 2002 and 2005.  
The current epidemic is mature, generalized and heterogeneous and exhibits varied 
transmission dynamics.  Currently about 1.2 million people are estimated to be living with HIV 
in Uganda. New HIV infections average at 124,000 annually; with sexual transmission 
accounting for over 80% and over 18% of the new infections due to mother-to-child 
transmission.  
 
It is evident that uptake and practice of preventive behaviours in the general population is low 
and as a result, practices such as multiple and concurrent sexual relationships and 
inconsistencies in condom use during casual sex encounters are prevalent. In addition, life 
styles among certain population groups such as fishing communities, sex workers, migrant 
workers and long distance drivers among others put them at a higher risk of HIV infection.   
 
This situation is attributed to complacency and laxity in leadership at all levels including 
individual and couples. It is thus critical that we rethink and recast approaches and 
interventions to address known and documented drivers of the epidemic to prevent new HIV 
infections.  
 
Advocacy is one such intervention that needs revamping and scaling up to engage everybody in 
their leadership roles at all levels to promote uptake of services that have proved to be 
effective towards HIV prevention. The World AIDS Campaign (WAC) is one such great 
opportunity to re-engage leaders to commit themselves to achieve universal access to HIV 
Prevention, treatment and care and support and protection because there is evidence that 
where effective leadership is exercised, significant results are realised.  Uganda’s tremendous 
progress in the HIV national response in 1990s largely benefited from the top political 
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commitment by His Excellency President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni. Unfortunately, this 
commitment did not adequately percolate to lower leadership cadres.  
 
The Theme: 
Following the June 2011 UN high level meeting in New York where leadership was underscored, 
Uganda AIDS Commission (UAC) with partners have decided to promote advocacy for intense 
HIV prevention, the mainstay of the national response; hence the theme, “Re-engaging 
Leadership for Effective HIV Prevention”.  The theme is premised on the assumption that when 
leaders play their role effectively, HIV prevention will improve. Therefore, the same theme will 
guide all national campaign events starting from Philly Lutaaya Day (PLD), October 2011 when 
the country highlights positive living; World AIDS Day in December 2011, when countries take 
stock of achievements registered in each year and the International Candlelight Memorial 
Observance Day (ICMO) in May 2012, a day of solidarity when the world commemorates the 
memories of those who have succumbed to AIDS and those affected variously by the HIV. 

Philly Lutaaya Day (PLD) 2011: 

Uganda annually commemorates Philly Lutaaya Day (PLD) in October.  PLD is a local AIDS 
advocacy initiative when Ugandans remember Philly Bongoley Lutaaya (RIP), the first Ugandan 
to give AIDS a human face at a time when stigma was high with soaring discrimination and 
denial due to lack of adequate information at the time. Philly is known to be the father of 
“positive living”, a notion that propels the international principle of Greater involvement of 
people living with HIV (GIPA), which is the foundation for the “Prevention with the Positives 
strategy”.   

The main event will be hosted by Mbale district, while all other districts leaders are mandated 
and advised to partner with AIDS actors operating in their districts to plan and mobilise their 
communities for implementation and participation in the various activities. 

In order to reinvigorate leadership commitment and hold all leaders accountable, Uganda AIDS 
Commission has come up with the following guidelines for Philly Lutaaya Day (17th October 
2011), World AIDS Day (1st December 2011) and International Candlelight Memorial 
Observance (First Sunday May 2012) events:  

 Members of Parliament, through the HIV/AIDS  Parliamentary  Committee and the 
Parliamentary Commission should organise to innovatively observe the advocacy events 
mentioned above;  

 Line ministries, under the leadership of the Permanent Secretaries and with strategic 
guidance from the sectoral ministers should mobilise and engage employees and their 
partners for respective sectoral engagements and action; 

 The Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development as a special ministry, in liaison 
with the National Council of Women (NCW) and National Council for Children (NCC) 
should ensure community awareness of linkages and relationship between women, girls 
and HIV so as to enable leaders to identify strategies to bridge gender gaps in the 
response; 
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 The Faith Based Organisations have a key role to contribute spiritually to the AIDS 
Campaign; specifically, special prayers should be conducted from Friday 14, Saturday 15 
to Sunday 16 October, focusing on ‘Positive living’;  

 The Private sector through the self coordinating entity mechanism, should mobilise the 
different Corporate members for re-engagement and action at institutional and 
community levels; 

 People living with HIV through their networks should ensure adherence to the principle 
of meaningful involvement of PHAs (MIPA) in activities at all levels;  

 Performing artists should use music, dance and drama to emulate Philly Bongoley 
Lutaaya to promote positive living and mobilise and pool resources for social support to 
needy people; 

 The media should proactively and responsibly inform the communities;  

 AIDS Development Partners should support the renewed effort and also act as 
watchdogs to ensure proper accountability and value for money; 

 Central and Local Governments should ensure good governance, resource mobilisation 
and strong partnerships with all stakeholders. They should also track HIV resources and 
promote optimal use and demand accountability from implementers; 

 All accounting officers at every level are requested to share activity reports with Uganda 
AIDS Commission Secretariat. 

What Activities can communities do as they mark Philly Lutaaya Day? 

Activities vary based on situations such as location, partnerships, ability and capacity to 
mobilise people and resources and above all, appreciation and the Will to contribute to the 
national response. They range from; special prayers, community support, processions, debates 
and dialogues, drama, exhibitions, visiting patients, concerts, sports gala, to offering HIV 
services like counselling and testing among others. 

Uganda AIDS Commission is committed to coordinating stakeholders’ efforts directed at HIV 
prevention, care and treatment, social support and protection, as per our mandate. We appeal 

to ‘all leaders’ to cooperate and embrace “Re-engaging Leadership for Effective HIV 
Prevention” initiative in order to refocus and scale up the national response with a focus to 
attain zero new mother to child infections and zero AIDS related deaths.   

Leadership worked for Uganda when we had less information, limited capacity and fewer 
resources. Today we have more leaders, more resources, vast experience and advanced 
knowledge about the epidemic.  Let us use leadership to Prevent HIV and halt the epidemic.   

“Together We Share the Challenge” 

Signed 

 

Dr. David Kihumuro Apuuli 

Director General 


